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SUBJECT: NEW YORK TIMES REPORTS QADHAFI ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT. 

1 . NEW YORK TIMES ON MARCH 29 CARRIES FOLLOWING ARTICLE 
ON PAGE 10 UNDER HEADLINE ENTITLED "U.S. SAYS QADHAFI 
ESCAPED PLOT FATAL TO FOUR EAST GERMANS": 

COL. MUAMMAR EL-QADDAFI, THE LIBYAN REVOLUTIONARY LEADER, 
WAS THE TARGET OF AN ASSASSINATION PLOT THAT MISFIRED 
MARCH 6 AND CAUSED THE DEATH OF TWO EAST GERMAN COMMUNIST 
PARTY LEADERS, AMERICAN OFFICIALS SAID TODAY. 

ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING WASHINGTON, THERE WAS AN 
EXPLOSION IN A HELICOPTER THAT COLONEL QADDAFI WAS 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN ABOARD DURING A VISIT BY THE EAST 
GERMANS TO AN AGRICULTURAL PROJECT OUTSIDE THE LIBYAN 
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CAPITAL, TRIPOLI. 

THE HELICOPTER WAS CARRYING WERNER LAMBERZ, A MEMBER OF 
THE EAST GERMAN PARTY'S POLITBURO, AND PAUL MARKOWSKI, A 
MEMBER OF THE PARTY'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE, AS WELL AS TWO 
OTHER EAST GERMANS AND SEVEN LIBYANS. 
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MR. LAMBERZ, WHO WAS 48 YEARS OLD, WAS WIDELY CONSIDERED 
A LIKELY SUCCESSOR TO ERICH HONECKER, WHO IS HEAD OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY AND IS ALSO CHIEF OF STATE. 

THE REPORT, WHICH COULD NOT BE CONFIRMED, SAID THE 
HELICOPTER EXPLODED IN FLIGHT ABOUT 8:30 P.M. NEITHER 
THE EAST GERMAN PRESS AGENCY NOR THE LIBYAN PRESS AGENCY 
REPORTED THE ACCIDENT UNTIL THE FOLLOWING DAY. 

ARREST OF OFFICERS REPORTED 

WESTERN DIPLOMATIC OFFICIALS HAVE REPORTED THE ARREST OF 
A NUMBER OF LIBYAN AIR FORCE OFFICERS AFTER THE HELICOPTER 
CRASH. REPORTS OF DISSENSION AMONG MILITARY LEADERS LED 
TO SPECULATION THAT LIBYAN OFFICERS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE ATTEMPT TO KILL COLONEL QADDAFI. THE LIBYAN LEADER 
WAS APPRENTLY PRESENT DURING THE EAST GERMANS’ VISIT TO 
THE AGRICULTURAL PROJECT. 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS SAID COLONEL QADDAFI HAS BEEN 
DESCRIBED AS THE TARGET OF AT LEAST SIX ASSASSINATION 
PLOTS SINCE SEP. 1 . 1969, WHEN AS A YOUNG LIEUTENANT HE 
LED AN OFFICERS' COUP TO DEPOSE KING IDRIS. 

2. DEPARTMENT UNAWARE ORIGIN OF THIS ARTICLE AND WILL 
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REPLY TO ANY PRESS INQUIRIES THAT IT HAS NO INFORMATION 
OR COMMENT ON THE NYT REPORT. 
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